
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 23, 2018 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship and Lighting the 4th Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 2 [Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, sometimes I do things which distress me, or say 
things I regret.  More often, I feel and think things which upset or 
humiliated me because they are not the me I want to be or 
believe I am.  When I pay attention, I perceive the judgement that 
accompanies my having lost face by missing a mark I set for 
myself.  Occasionally I am visited by the idea that if I were to pay 
attention to losing face and missing the mark, something useful 
would come to me which will help me comprehend why I do, say, 
think and/or feel what I do.  I am familiar with judgment, and in a 
strange way trust it because I know how it feels.  I have a difficult 
time trusting that something different and useful will come to me 
if I attend to my loss of face. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 1:26-45 (46-55) 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 16 [The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 600 [Song of Mary] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
       7:30  Christmas Eve Service 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for December 30, 2018 
1Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
 
F.Y.I. 
 You are invited to share your holiday baking/cooking with us at 
the coffee time following worship.  There is a sign-up sheet. 
 There is a sign-up for a Centering Prayer group to be held on 
Monday afternoons, at 1pm, at the church. 
 It is time to budget for 2019. There is a letter concerning this, 
as well as pledge cards, on the table in the coffee area.  Pledges 
may be placed in the offering plates on any Sunday or mailed to 
the church office.  Envelopes are on the table as well. 
 Our Christmas Eve service will take place this evening, 
December 23rd, at 7:30pm.  If we bring some food to share there 
will be food for after. 
 Can you loan us a Poinsettia for Christmas Eve and the Sunday 
following Christmas? 
 Christmas cards for the church family may be placed on the 
tree banner in the coffee room. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent – Luke 1:26-45 (46-55) 
 One way to think about Advent is to understand it as a time 
in life when we lose face with ourselves. We lose face over 
something we have done, said, thought or felt, or perhaps 
something which has happened to us, which results in our 
missing a mark we have for how our life is to be. In response 
to the loss we will often try anything which will remove the 
experience from awareness so that we can return to our 
normal self-experience. If we are fortunate (a more apt word 
would be “blest”) we will find ourselves unable to remove the 
loss of face from our awareness, and we will be caught in it for 
a period of time. 
 The fourth internal event which comprises Advent is an 
insight that comes to us in the middle of being caught in the 
loss of face. The essence of the insight is that we are well-off 
to be in this place; we are not in it alone (God is in it with us); 
and, this is not a place we will stay for long because something 
will come through the loss of face which will not only help us 
cope with it, but will also move us through it to discover what 
lies behind it and creates it. In other words, the insight changes 
the context in which we experience the loss of face. The loss 
of face stops being something that is wrong with us and 
becomes something that will disclose us to ourselves. The 
metaphor in the text is that of being pregnant. As with an 
actual pregnancy, we begin to be “expectant” of what will 
come to life and wait for the time when it will be forthcoming. 
 Advent takes what is generally thought of as a life-negating 
experience and reinterprets it as a life-affirming one. We still 
have the experience of the loss of face, it is still a difficult 
experience to have, only now we find ourselves able to wait in 
it and watch for what will come through it. 

[Jim Robie, 12-20-18] 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent – Luke 1:26-55) 
 We have been exploring the idea that God’s desire for us is that 
we become able to engage the life that is ours and participate in 
our life’s unfolding. In other words, God’s desire is for us to become 
able to turn toward the life that we have and take part in the 
discovery and exploration of that life. This is not the way our 
culture encourages us to live, where we strive to become someone 
we want to be or believe we should be. God’s desire is that what 
we want our life to be gets more and more informed by what we 
discover about ourselves on the exploration of our own interior. 
The season of Advent highlights four internal events that are 
brought to us and which together move us into deeper and broader 
participation in our own life. The four internal events also make us 
ready for another internal event [Christmas] which makes 
participation in our own life easier and the exploration of our life 
possible. 
 If we put today’s text into the context of Advent, it tells us that 
a message is delivered to us after a loss has been visited upon us 
[1st Sunday of Advent], and we have responded to that loss and 
tried to remove it [2nd Sunday of Advent], and we are beginning to 
comprehend that we are not able to bring about that removal [3rd 
Sunday of Advent]. The message is delivered to us when we find 
ourselves in a particular psychological space or place with regard 
to our loss. The nature of that psychological place or space is taken 
from the name Mary, a name which means “bitter and/or 
rebellious.” In other words, the internal event which we celebrate 
on the fourth Sunday of Advent is not likely to come to us if we are 
indifferent to the loss we have sustained. As Advent unfolds and 
we find ourselves caught in loss we cannot resolve, the words 
“bitter” (bitter is defined as “resulting from or expressive of severe 
grief, anguish or disappointment” and is the depressive response 
to loss) or “rebellious” (which is the angry response to loss) might 
be descriptive of us. Into this experience a message is delivered in 
the form of an insight or discernment which offers us a context in 
which to hold our loss. The message contains the following 
elements: 1) we are blessed [Greek - well off or fortunate]; 2) God 
is with us; 3) we do not need to be afraid; 4) we have found favor 

with God; 5) there will come to life in us that which will save us from 
wearing out by working to resolve our loss; 6) what comes to life 
will be nothing we can imagine or conceive; 7) it will be of God and 
it will be consecrated to this specific purpose of keeping us from 
wearing out; 8) no matter how barren our Advent struggle has been, 
or how long we have been in it, what will come to life to keep us 
from wearing out will happen, because with God nothing is 
impossible. 
 The nature of loss is that it highjacks our attention and focuses 
us on what has gone away. Also, loss tends to be accompanied by 
fault: we want/need to know who is to blame for loss. The message 
of the angel gradually focuses our attention differently: the content 
of the loss, and the issue of whose fault it is, are displaced by an 
interest in what will come from our loss or through it, and then 
watching for what comes. This changing of the context in which we 
hold our loss is the internal event at the heart of the fourth Sunday 
of Advent. 
 This internal event is something we need to carefully feel our 
way into and is much more than simply holding a different idea. The 
change of focus from what happened to us and what we or 
someone did or did not do, to what God is doing, is not as simple as 
it seems.  We moralize on Mary, seeing her as acquiescing to or 
complying with the message of the angel, almost as if she is in an 
elevated state of high-mindedness when she says: “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word”]. Also, 
we understand her response as something we should imitate. The 
moral would be for us to believe the promise, let go of loss and 
blame, and yield to what God is doing. To interpret the story this 
way misleads us; it pulls us back into the focus of something we are 
supposed to accomplish: letting go. Letting go in this way will most 
likely be achieved by dismissing our experience of loss, our need to 
find fault, and any bitterness or rebelliousness we have. If we do 
this the loss, the fault, and the bitter/rebellious feelings will be 
suppressed; they will then return later to interrupt our lives as they 
make efforts to be expressed and known. If we end up in this way 
of thinking and of relating to ourselves, we have moralized on the 
story and have missed its point entirely: this is a story about what 



God does to take us through loss, not what we are supposed to do 
to get rid of loss. 
 What God does is deliver a message to us in the middle of the 
experience of loss, an experience which we are slowly realizing we 
cannot get beyond. We have loss, and we have our need to resolve 
that loss, and now we have this idea that something beyond our 
ability to conceive is going to come to life in us through these 
experiences which will address the loss. We live with all of this 
being active in our minds and hearts, and ponder it, and over time 
the message of the pregnancy supplants the issues raised by loss. 
In reality, this is a back and forth that takes place inside us 
repeatedly over time: a) the loss continues to be felt; b) the need 
to get beyond the loss remains, we continue to think of ways to get 
beyond it, and what we think of does not succeed; c) we are 
reminded of the message of the angel, which we fall into; d) only 
to find the loss returning, and so on. As we participate in this back 
and forth, many thoughts and feelings are experienced; they get 
examined, sorted, sifted and clarified; some are released, and 
others modified and kept. In this way of our being taken through 
loss we are not asked to be heroic, noble, or high-minded; we are 
only asked to be as human as we are, and God pulls us through the 
loss to the other side of it. We come out in a place of being neither 
bitter nor rebellious, but of being receptive, waiting in anticipation 
for what will come. 
 Mary came “to have faith in” [Greek: believe, rely on] what the 
angel said. In part she does this by talking with Elizabeth, a name 
which means “God of the oath,” “oath” in the sense that God vows 
something will happen. Either Elizabeth reminds Mary that God is 
a reality that pledges to do things and then sees that they occur, or 
Elizabeth supports Mary’s remembering that God does this. 
Perhaps we can say: in our struggle with loss and how to resolve it 
there is something within us that reminds us that God intends that 
the content of the message will be realized; this reminder allows us 
to stay with the back and forth and not resolve our loss 
prematurely. Through this internal back and forth we slowly come 
to a place of being convinced that the oath will be accomplished, 
convinced enough to be open to what God will bring to life, and we 

watch for it, and how it will resolve our loss. We are not asked to let 
go of the loss or the need for its resolution; nor are we asked to take 
on the resolution. We are, however, asked to be as honest as we 
can be regarding what we feel, think and want/need. This is a 
development in and an expansion of what we earlier talked about 
as God’s desires for us: participating in the life that is ours and being 
involved in the unfolding of our life. 
 We are still in Advent, and the situation we are facing is not 
resolved. Into this situation a message tells us we are pregnant with 
something that will resolve our issues. We live with all of this being 
active in our hearts and minds. It must be this way or what comes 
to life will be related mostly to what we want or hope for, and will 
not be related to or relevant to anything that is actually and 
immediately real to us. What is true is we have an issue that needs 
to be resolved, and a promise that it will be resolved, and we cannot 
conceive how that will occur. This is a conundrum in which we live, 
and in which we pay attention. We surrender to the solution being 
too much for us, and out of that acknowledgement, and not any 
high-mindedness, we say: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” 

 [Jim Robie, 12-20-18, 4th of Advent, Cycle C, Luke 1:26-55] 

 
THE  BIRTH  OF  CHRIST 

 The Gospel reading for Christmas Eve is always Luke 2:1-14.  
Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem and in verses 7-8 is written: 
“While they were there the time came for her to deliver her child.  
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there way no place for 
them in the inn.”  In verses 11-12 angels appear to shepherds and 
say: “…to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  (NRSV) 
 The narrative of the birth of Jesus needs to be read as mythology.  
In our culture myths are considered to be falsehoods and/or 
fabrications.  But actually, myths are always true.  However, the 
truth in mythology is not objective; it is subjective. This story is 
written as an objective historical narrative, but the truth and 
meaning of the story is not found in the objective, external 



“historical events” it reports.  Its truth and meaning lie in the way 
it illumines something that happens subjectively, internally in each 
of us in the present.  This article is an attempt to describe the 
subjective, internal present-day meaning expressed in the 
narrative of the birth of Jesus by using modern-day concepts. 
 If we elaborate the Greek in verses 11-12 noted above, the 
thought expressed is--to us is born a deliverer, who will save us, 
protect us, keep us safe, is consecrated to doing this, and has the 
authority to accomplish it.  The sign that this has happened is a 
new-born child. 
 Using modern concepts to express it: the narrative of the birth 
of Jesus concerns the appearance in human experience of a mind 
that approaches life differently from our human mind.  Our human 
mind inherently moralizes.  That is, our mind is preoccupied with 
assessing and evaluating; it has a predilection toward determining 
whether anything and everything that is in our awareness is right 
or wrong, correct or incorrect, according to whatever standards we 
hold in the moment.  This other, different mind has none of that 
preoccupation.  It does not moralize; instead, it seeks to take in, 
comprehend, appreciate and manifest what is true. 
 This different mind is the mind of God as that mind appears in 
human life.  It is not the entire mind of God, but the mind of God 
as God’s mind incarnates in human life.  This mind does what the 
mind of God does—it welcomes everything, feels everything, 
thinks about everything, is curious about and seeks to understand 
everything, relates to everything, appreciates everything, and 
engages and divulges everything.  This mind does not work in the 
same way as our human moralizing mind; however, our minds can 
be informed by it, can grasp its content, can experience its way of 
seeing and working, and can learn from it. 
 Perhaps this mind first appeared in human experience in the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth.  Perhaps this mind had always been available, 
and Jesus was the first person to have the experience of it in a 
conscious way.  Whichever of these is true, the essential message 
of the Christmas story is that this mind has come to inhabit our life 
with us and we all enter human life capable of interacting with it.  
This mind does not come to us to make us like God, but to make us 

more human, helping us see ourselves more accurately and 
assisting us in occupying our own life more fully. 
 The season of Advent describes our perceiving something about 
ourselves which is difficult for us to assimilate, something that does 
not fit our image of who we are.  We are introduced to something 
which is true of us, yet which we do not want to accept.  We find 
ourselves being judged for what we now see, and also being unable 
to erase this perception from our awareness.  In the middle of this 
internal situation God brings to life this different mind which does 
not judge us for being as we are.  Instead, we find ourselves the 
object of interest and attention.  We are accepted, appreciated, and 
enfolded as we now see ourselves regardless of how “good” or 
“bad” we think and feel we are.  This mind that incarnates in us 
works ceaselessly to comprehend who we are, as we are.  This is 
very different from our being moralized on by our human mind 
working ceaselessly to make sure whoever we are is correct and 
proper.   
 Christmas is the time when crèches or nativities are bought out 
and enjoyed.  These portrayals of the birth of Jesus can help us 
understand what we are describing.  Think of a crèche as a 
representation of an environment that is created inside each of us.  
In a crèche the Child is the center of attention, and the attention 
focused on the Child is loving, adoring, encouraging, and supportive.  
Imagine you have seen something about yourself which you think 
of as illegitimate.  This mind attends to this illegitimate aspect of 
your life just as the figures in the scene attend to the Child, the 
illegitimate part of you being related to in the same way the Child 
in the crèche is related to.  God is about the work of developing this 
internal environment in each of us. 

As we experience this mind relating to us we are provided 
an opportunity to see the difference between how we relate, and it 
relates.  We grasp by comparison how moralistic we are toward our 
own lives, how judgmental and critical we are of ourselves.  We 
become able to see our moralizing in action and watch how it 
negatively influences the way we relate to ourselves.  In contrast, 
we experience compassion and appreciation from this mind for our 
being this way.  This compassion helps us see and explore our being 



so judgmental, especially allowing us to see how high-minded we 
are toward everything about us.  Reflecting on these generates the 
possibility of wondering what our life would be like if we were not 
so moralistic.  Wondering in this way allows us to yearn for the 
experience. 

In the Gospel of John, this mind is referred to as “the light 
of all people… [which] shines in the darkness [and] which 
enlightens everyone” (John 1:4, 5, 9) (NRSV).  The light that shines 
in the darkness shines there to show us what lies in the darkness.  
We are not asked to look at the light; we are asked to walk in the 
light and look at what is in our darkness which the light reveals to 
us.  What lies in our darkness are the many aspects of our life we 
look on as illegitimate, as well as our judgments against them which 
keep them in our darkness.  In this sense this mind delivers us—it 
saves us, protects us, and keeps us safe from the internal beating 
which stunts our lives.  We learn by experience that this mind has 
the authority to accomplish what it sets out to do because the work 
it does turns out to be irrepressible. 
 This mind that appeared in the life of Jesus is born into us in the 
present, and all of us come into life capable of interacting with it. 

[Jim Robie – 12/18/18] 


